Government after government has ignored these guarantees and passed laws discriminating against Maori
Here are just a few examples:

· The 1852 New Zealand Constitution Act, passed by the British Parliament, set up the start of self-government for Aotearoa New Zealand. It provided for ‘Native Districts’ in which Maori would rule themselves according to their own customs. New Zealand governments never authorised a single Native District.

· In 1859 at Waitara in North Taranaki, the senior rangatira Wiremu Kingi, a friend of the British, refused to be bribed to sell essential tribal lands. The Crown brought in troops to support the survey, declared martial law, and launched the first of the wars of the next ten years, which affected much of the North Island. 

· The Native Lands Acts of the 1860s undermined hapū authority by putting Maori land into individual titles. A Government minister of the day acknowledged that there was a dual purpose to the legislation: to put the bulk of the lands of the North Island on to the market, and to destroy the collective authority of the hapū. The Government was therefore setting out to break the two main protections of the Treaty. 
· Those who resisted the Crown’s wars in Taranaki and its invasion of the Waikato and Bay of Plenty in 1863 and 1864 were treated as rebels. The 1863 NZ Settlements Act enabled the Government to confiscate the land of any Maori in those districts, including in practice the families and hapū of ‘rebels’ and anyone who couldn’t prove their ‘loyalty’.  When adjustments had been made, two and a half million acres of the most productive land had gone.
· To deal with completely non-violent protests at Parihaka in South Taranaki,  Parliament passed and used the 1879 Maori Prisoners Trials Act and the Maori Prisoners Act. Under these Acts, prisoners from Parihaka could be indefinitely held without trial  by the Governor’s order, until he either fixed a date for trial or ordered their release. For the Maori prisoners, it meant indefinite imprisonment without trial, contrary to one of the most basic rights guaranteed to British citizens under Magna Carta.

· During the 1930s Depression, Maori got half the general unemployment benefit. It was assumed that they could go back to living off the land. 
· The Waitangi Tribunal report on the Whanganui River (1999)  asserts that:

· Te Atihaunui as the river iwi is entitled to ownership of the whole river, both by English common law and by the Treaty;

· that the Coal Mines Act Amendment Act 1903, under which the Crown assumed ownership of all navigable rivers, was in breach of the Treaty; 

· that the iwi are entitled not only to ownership but also to all rights of authority, management and control; 

· that a way should be negotiated for the time being for Te Atihaunui to share decision-making with local authorities and becoming in time the sole consent authority for the river.

· Two notable statements by the Tribunal in the report are: “We set aside any suggestion that the Atihaunui entitlement confers a privilege based on race. It is neither a privilege nor racist that a people should be able to retain what they have possessed. Property rights go to the heart of any just legal system.” And: “Order requires that Maori must respect the law and the property rights of others. But by the same token, the property rights of Maori must be respected as well. They cannot be a ready prey for convenience or public desire.”

· The Foreshore and Seabed Act 2004 (see separate sheet) is just the latest Government breach of these principles. Set in the record of the past, you can understand the Maori assertion that it takes us right back to the 1860s. More information about the foreshore and seabed is at www.converge.org.nz/pma/fsinfo.htm
