13 May 2004

LEADERSHIP

What happens to a country when the leader legislates what amounts to a declaration of division on her citizens, and is not even present to hear the first reading of this legislation?  

Shame on you Helen Clarke for betraying our people, both Pakeha and Maori.  You failed to even acknowledge, let alone greet, the thousands of people who marched to parliament with the generosity of peace and the celebration of unity in their knowledge of who they are and where they come from.  You did not even listen.   You did not attend to this historic and purposeful hikoi. What leadership model is this for our young people?  As a mother of three Pakeha children I am deeply concerned that this display of racist arrogance will shape the relationships of all our children and grandchildren to come. 

On the day after the hikoi your parliament had the first reading to extinguish Maori foreshore and seabed property rights for all time, and to remove current access to the courts of Aotearoa, and to ignore and misapply the recommendations of the Waitangi Tribunal.  You were not even there Helen. 

20,000 people can’t all be wrong.  What is going on when you have to resort to nasty name calling and preferring to listen to sheep?

Not in my name Helen.

We need inclusive and socio-historically conscious leadership.

Linda Campbell

Tuateawa

Foreshore and seabed information page http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/fsinfo.htm
