SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT – EASTER SUNDAY 

Is Easter an anachronism?  Of course we’re all happy to have days off and chocolate Easter eggs taste great, but what does crucifixion have to do with our times?  From a political point of view Easter is all about whether shops should be allowed to open or not.  Or is it?

I read in the paper a week ago that the government will use the Easter recess to introduce their legislation on the foreshore and seabed. Presumably the hope is that the 3 week Parliamentary break will take the heat out of the issue.

I wonder if the Jewish authorities looked for ways of taking the heat out of the troublesome preacher, who was developing such a following.  Because Jesus wasn’t killed because he healed people – he wasn’t killed because he told people who were at the bottom of the heap that he would set them free – this could always be interpreted as a spiritual freedom.  But when he overturned the moneylenders – the bankers – in the temple – he challenged the economic status quo – and sealed his own death warrant.

The decision of the Court of Appeal in the Marlborough Sounds case was far less dramatic - but had the same effect.  It raised the possibility that Maori tribes hold property rights to the foreshore and seabed in their tribal area.  The principled response would have been to allow the process to continue through the courts.  This shouldn’t have been too difficult for a left-wing government who say they believe in the fair distribution of resources.  And it shouldn’t have been impossible for a National Party who believe in the sanctity of property rights.

Instead it was decided that those at the bottom of the heap – Maori – had gone too far.  Property rights to the foreshore and seabed will continue to exist for those New Zealanders who already own a slice – but Maori property rights will be stripped away – they are to be crucified.  One law for the poor and one for the rich.  And this is described by the National Party as Maori privilege.  

I think the Labour government may have preferred not to continue with this injustice.  So did Herod – but the Jewish authorities had whipped up the crowd to such a frenzy that they demanded that he release a criminal, rather than Jesus.  And 2000 years down the track the government has washed its hands of truth and justice and given in to the opinion polls.

And yet in spite of it all I refuse to believe that New Zealanders genuinely want to set aside the law just because in this case it advantages Maori.  I worked for many years on Treaty of Waitangi issues.  Always people would come to our workshops suspicious and often hostile.  There were a few who remained hostile, but when we put the facts of the matter before ordinary New Zealanders the reaction of the vast majority was always – why didn’t we know about this before – this is not a fair go and we must put it right.  

That’s why this country is the only country in the world where those in power have had the courage to set up a Tribunal to investigate wrongs committed by themselves against the powerless.  In other countries such Tribunals have only been set up when power has changed hands.  

So in spite of the overwhelming sadness I feel at the injustice of what is currently happening, I know that one day, as a country we must put it right – I guess I still believe in the resurrection.

Marion Wood, 

11 April 2004
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Back to Foreshore and seabed bed information page http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/fsinfo.htm
Back to 'Race', 'Privilege' and 'The Treaty' page http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/priv.htm
