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For people interested in Development and Peace in the Pacific this book of women’s voices is of paramount importance. The birth of the Bougainville Women for Peace and Freedom is described as part of the horror story of ten years war, incited by capitalist interests and demands of access to mining and despoiling of the sacred lands owned by the women of matrilineal Bougainville.

The Peace Process that followed, as Right Honourable Don McKinnon Commonwealth Secretary General writes in his foreword – through the personal accounts of Bougainvillean women whose commitment and determination played a crucial part in bringing about the resolution of this bloody conflict is the focus of this work.  From all sides the women stood united in their resolve to build a lasting peace that continues to this day. 

This is a book that challenges the politics of war and force.  Women whose primary task is to sustain the dignity of motherhood and its terrible responsibilities echo in Josephine Sirivi’s words (co-editor) “Will you continue to kill our children or save them?  They suffer as they grow. We have lost many children.”

The Papua New Guinea government spent more than $800 million in the 10 years of fighting its war in Bougainville.  They were prepared to pay Sandline mercenaries $36 million to kill, maim and defeat their own citizens and to put an end to their quest for  self-determination in a  post-colonial (Australia) Papua New Guinea.  

Read this book, hear the women’s voices, heed the sorrow and demand that this must never happen again anywhere in the Pacific, or indeed, the rest of the world. Alas, West Papua is in the throes of the same conflict, capitalism versus peace, prosperity and self-government after supposedly throwing off the yoke of Dutch colonial rule. 

‘Mothers of the Land’ work to build a "land of beautiful music … filtering through the hills, valleys and mountains whose children love to play in the moonlit night IN A FREE AND HAPPY LAND" from 'A Song for the People', Josephine Tankunani Sirivi.
Reviewed by Kathy Dyson.

New Zealand Distributor: Addenda. 

Back to national speaking tour page http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/bwpf0304.htm















