Latin American Solidarity Committee

Minutes

Meeting Sunday 9th December 2007, 272 Ohiro Road, Wellington. 5pm

Present: Paul Bruce, Nicole Benkhert, Lucia Zanmonti, Mercedes Gazaron, Lorena Gonzales, Ben Robinson, Carla Batista, Melissa, Metien, Neil, Ron
Apologies: Jorge Hererra, Rolando Olmedo, Toni Carson, Michelle Campbell

Minute Taker: Julie Webb-Pullman

Last meeting: 20 June 2007, at which it was decided:

more signatories needed on cheque

to investigate setting up LAC as a trust

to support Richard Jeffries’ application for a CID Travel Grant to go to the Zapatista Encuentro

to hold a Violetta Parra event at Te Papa

to have a Che Guevara memorial event

to hold a pena

Cameron Sang wants to give a talk about Colombia

to support the Oye Latina radio programme on Radio Access

Latin America seminar advised by Warwick Murray of Victoria University

Reporting on actions on these points:

No action to report

No action to report

Richard Jeffries’ Travel Grant application successful, accepted money, travelled to Mexico, however fell out with companions and failed to attend the Encuentro, report back to LAC, or provide a report to CID. CID called him to a meeting, did not receive adequate response, reported to NZAID, who advised LAC not eligible for another grant for 5 years.  Paul considers this could be appealed. Discussion around whether we should seek return of funds from Richard, decided this is CIDs responsibility. Decided to draft a letter to advise other groups of RJ’s unreliability, to be sent to Richard with an invitation for him to respond to it to LAC in person, before possible posting. Action: JWP to draft letter.
Very successful Violetta Parra event at Te Papa.

Didn’t happen 

Didn’t happen

Didn’t happen – discussed other potential speakers, decided to steer them towards Oye Latina. Neil to speak with Cameron re presenting a focussed proposal. Paul mentioned Julia Capon and her film about Venezuela.

Decided to see if LAC can provide one speaker a month to Oye Latina, as many people returning from Latin America eg Cameron Sang, Jen Bell, Jorge Hererra, Julia Capon – with person from Promedios and the Zapatista from DF coming March/April, have enough for first 6 months already!! Action: Lucia to co-ordinate – potential speakers to contact Lucia, who will liaise with Jorge. When Jorge returns, he may take this over himself.
Three members of LAC attended – Nicole, Jorge and Julie. Julie invited by Victoria International Development Society to give talk on Zapatistas, which she did a few weeks later – very well attended. Contact also made with Warwick Murray re VILLA project, LAC-sponsored student from Waikato (Michelle) to be followed up on his return from Argentina and Chile.

Financial Report – about $700 in the account. Discussion re whether to spend $300 on producing hardcopy LAC Reports – decided not to, and to contact subscribers to get their opinion/feelings about electronic version only. Decided to have monthly newsletter only. Action: JWP to draft membership flyer and newsletter format to be brought to 2008 planning meeting in late January.
Additional Discussion

Cuban Embassy – discussed opening of Cuban Embassy in NZ, how LAC can work with them. Decided to invite the new Ambassador and his wife to a social event at Havana Bar in the next two weeks, to welcome them and explain what LAC does, investigate ways of working together. Carla said her father is very interested in meeting them, helping set up a Cuban Friendship Society here, but he is only in NZ  for a few months more. Some discussion about LAC as umbrella for other groups such as Zapatista Support Group, Cuba Friendship Society, danger of spreading too thinly. Needs more discussion in January/after speaking with Ambassador. Action: JWP to contact Ambassador to find which day suits him for welcome, notify LAC list.

Monthly events – decided to try to have an event every month, at which membership flyers and a LAC newsletter can be distributed. Given number of LA countries and fast pace of political events, could be an idea to devote each month of 2008 to an event for a different country, to broaden LAC reach. Action: Everyone to identify potential events, covering significant people like Allende, Che Guevara, themes eg free trade agreements, Bank of the South etc or countries where things are happening like Bolivia, Venezuela, Mexico, Nicaragua, Ecuador, Cuba, Argentina, Colombia, Brazil, Peru, Uruguay, Paraguay, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panama, Honduras.

Films – Paul keen to have monthly film screenings at NZ Film Archive as we have many films available, especially Argentinean film. JWP said Cuban Ambassador has 40 Cuban films. Others commented that Brazilian Embassy has a monthly film screening, and there is a Latin American Film Festival, the International Festival of the Arts, and the visit by Promedios also, thus may not be enough interest to sustain monthly screenings, and must be careful not to clash with other events. HAPPY identified as another possible venue, as free, and we already have a ‘presence’ there from Day of the Dead and Trivia events. Decided to form a Film Committee to investigate possibilities – Nicole, Mercedes, Lorena, with Paul to introduce Nicole to Steve at the Film Archive. Action: Film Committee to do background research into other events, available films, venues etc and report back in January.

Organic River Festival -  Lucia suggested stall or workshop. Stalls cost money, workshops are free so decision to try for a workshop. Need to get in quickly identified. Action: Lucia to investigate possibility of workshop/film screening, advise LAC list.

Anniversary Events – 2008 Salvador Allende 100 years since birth, 90 since Che Guevara’s – we should celebrate both. Action: Everyone to think about it and bring ideas to January meeting.

Website/weblist/blog workshop – many people don’t know what the different LAC lists are or how to use them. Blogs identified as perhaps easier way to do things than a website. Paul indicated that he would organise internet options workshop for everybody and that he will contact John Anderson to run this when a date is decided by those wanting it. Action: Workshop on internet options for LAC early in new year. Paul to contact John Anderson to get dates/times of his availability.

Banner – Carla identified need for a LAC banner to give LAC visibility at marches, public events etc. Has friend Francsico who can design one – Carla/Francisco to bring design/s to January meeting.
Venues - Day of Dead and Trivia events discussed. Desirability of having ongoing events at the same venue, building a following of ‘quirky’ events. Zapatista Support Group keen to continue at HAPPY as have organised to have monthly ZapHAPPY events there for 2008. HAPPY want something for end of February. Other possible venues for 2008 LAC events discussed, such as Amigos and Bodega. Action: Organise February event for HAPPY (Jen Bell may be back to showcase); Check out availability, facilities etc at Bodega and other potential venues (no-one identified to do this).

Trivia Event – raised $320 ($313 in hand as Toni still owes $7) – Julie to deposit in LAC account – Paul provided bank details to enable this. Nicole advised she sold her prize and will donate proceeds to Zapatista Health Project, and requested Fundraiser bank account details to enable this – JWP to email. Carla advised that last pena raised $47 for Zapatista Health Project. Meeting decided to donate proceeds of Trivia Night to Zapatista Health project – combined with $47 already raised, Paul to deposit $360 in Fundraiser account, on receipt of money from JWP. Jen Bell attending Women’s Encuentro in La Garrucha – funds to be deposited in her NZ account so she can draw on them over there and deliver them directly to the health co-ordinator of the Junta de Bueno Gobierno at La Garrucha. Action: JWP to deposit Trivia funds in LAC account. Paul B to deposit Trivia and pena funds in Fundraiser account.

Zapatista Women’s Encuentro – Jen Bell is attending this event, and also going to do some human rights observing in Zapatista Communities. Decided that LAC would provide a letter of support endorsing Jen Bell as a LAC member in good standing for her volunteer activities in Zapatista communities. Also decided to send a message of support from LAC to the Zapatista women and  women of the world at the Encuentro. Action: JWP to draft letters.

Meeting late January – date, time, place to be advised, to plan a calendar of events for 2008, decide on flyer, newsletter design etc. Action: JWP to send out notification of January meeting.

